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TN409.9(e)

TN409.9    Minimum criteria to achieve an NRCS certified conservation planner designation. 

(b) Complete items in Exhibit TN2 and submit with first plan for review.

(c) Additional minimum qualifications for certification:

(1) Candidates must have a bachelor's in soil conservation or related agricultural or natural resource discipline such as agronomy, soil science, forestry, or agricultural engineering or be registered as a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA).

(2) Four years of experience in conservation planning or be registered as a CCA. 

(d) (1) A field review of one RMS conservation plan for NRCS candidates seeking certified conservation planner status will be performed by the Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations [ASTC (FO)] and/or Resource Conservationist or their designee.  Field review of plans prepared by other technical service providers will be performed by the local NRCS certified conservation planner and the ASTC (FO) and/or his/her designee.  The ASTC (FO) will request a member(s) from the Conservation Planning Certification Policy Advisory Board, “Certification Board,” to participate in the field review when other technical service providers are involved.  See GM 180 409.3 TN5 for duties and responsibilities of the “Certification Board.”

(3) The observer or field reviewer in (d)(1) above will use the current version of the Checklist for Conservation Plans to ensure the plan is complete.  The current version of the checklist can be obtained on the electronic Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/.  Click on the state of Tennessee, Section III tab, and Guidance Documents.  Items that are deficient will be noted during the review.  The candidate for certification will be given a period of time, as determined by the reviewer, to correct the deficiencies and resubmit the plan to the reviewer.   If the candidate has satisfactorily met the requirements of GM180, Part 409, as determined by the field reviewer, then the ASTC (FO) will request a certification number from the Assistant State Conservationist for Technology [ASTC (T)].  The ASTC (T), in consultation with the “Certification Board” when other technical service providers are involved, will issue a certification number to the candidate (see Exhibit TN1).  The certification number issued to the candidate must be placed on all plans prepared by the certified conservation planner.

(4)  The designee of the State Conservationist is the Certification Board as defined in GM 180 409.3 TN5.

(e) Certified conservation planners are responsible for keeping personal training plans updated to reflect training needs and obtained to maintain or increase their skill level.  A minimum of 18 hours of update training approved by the Tennessee State Conservationist or his/her designee is required every three years following certification.

TN409.9(f)(2)

(2)   The ASTC (FO) and/or his/her designee will review three (3) plans every three (3) years for each certified conservation planner using the checklist described in (d)(3).  A record will be kept of the review and submitted to the ASTC (T) for tracking.  If a field review reveals that a certified conservation planner has failed to meet the requirements of this policy, the ASTC (FO) will request a review by the “Certification Board” to make a final determination regarding status as a certified conservation planner.  The “Certification Board” has the authority to revoke certified conservation planner status [see GM 180 409.3 TN5].  Appeals regarding revocation must be submitted to the State Conservationist. 

(f) TN409.09 Exhibit TN1

EXHIBIT TN1 – SAMPLE LETTER

SUBJECT:  STATUS AS CERTIFIED CONSERVATION PLANNER 






TO:  CANDIDATE

Congratulations!  You have met the minimum requirements to become a Certified Conservation Planner.  Your certification number is CCP No.                   .  Please place this certification number on all plans prepared by you or under your supervision.

ASSISTANT STATE CONSERVATIONIST FOR TECHNOLOGY 

cc: 

Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations

TN409.09 Exhibit TN2

EXHIBIT TN2 – KSA Proficiency Required for Certified Conservation Planner 

Skill
Level of Proficiency 




Conservation Planning
Complete NRCS NEDC course “Conservation Planning Modules 1-9.” http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/start.htm 

Conservation plan's format and content will be in accordance with NPPH, Section 600.3, Plan Format and Content.

Field Office Computing Software
Prepares conservation plans using latest available field office software. 

Water Quality
Complete NRCS NEDC Introduction to Water Quality.  (http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/courses/introduction_to_water_quality.htm)

Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE)
Ability to use the RUSLE to evaluate RMS levels of conservation planning.

Cultural Resources
Planning performed considering cultural resources.  Knowledge of cultural resource rules, laws, policy in all planning activities. Completion of Cultural Resources Modules 1-8.

Nutrient and Pest Management
Complete NRCS NEDC Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning .

http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/courses/nutrient_and_pest_management_considerations.htm

Animal Feeding Operations
Complete viewing of Agricultural Waste Primer video available for viewing at http://bioengr.ag.utk.edu/Extension/ExtProg/WasteMgmt/cnmpcertification.htm 

P Index
Perform P Index risk assessment for an animal feeding operation, if applicable to work area.

Land Treatment Practices
Understands Land Treatment practices and their significance in development of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, if applicable to work area.

Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Plan
Can implement conservation practices associated with manure and wastewater handling and storage of an animal waste management system, if applicable to work area.

Conservation Practice Standards in Planning
Basic understanding of purpose and use of common conservation practices in area.

I & E, Design, and Implementation of Engineering Practices
Has Class I I & E and implementation engineering job approval authority for several engineering practices common to the work area.

Program Administration
Prepares and modifies long term contract for all USDA programs applicable to work area, in accordance with Conservation Programs Manual.

Grazing Lands
Graze Program or equivalent program.  Competent to I & E, design, and implement Livestock Watering System, if applicable to work area.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Complete environmental evaluation according to NEPA and according to Exhibit 3, SCS-CPA-52, in NPPH or TN-CPA-25.

Wildlife Habitat
Understands habitat requirements of three or more major species and completes Habitat Evaluation Worksheets for major land uses.

Threatened and Endangered Species
Knowledge of laws, NRCS policy, and species most commonly planned for in the work area and can identify threatened and endangered species in work area.
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