Part 409 – Conservation Planning Policy


TN409.3(e)(7)

TN409.3 Requirements for Providing Conservation Planning Assistance

(e) The Conservation Planning Certification Policy Advisory Board, “Certification Board,” will represent the State Conservationist in performing the following duties and responsibilities.  The Certification Board will consist of NRCS managers and technical specialists, University of Tennessee Extension Service representatives, and a Tennessee Department of Agriculture representative.

DUTIES and RESPONSIBLITIES of the “Certification Board,” as delegated by the State Conservationist, are as follows:   

(1) To review and approve requests by other technical service providers to become certified conservation planners and/or certified specialists for components of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP).

(2) To review requests by other organizations to become approved sources to carry out programs to certify conservation planners and specialists.

(3) To review and approve curriculum and/or courses prepared by approved sources for certification programs.

(4) To assist Assistant State Conservationists for Field Operations during field reviews and on an as-needed basis and as per GM 180 409.9 TN5 (f)(2).

(5) To assist the Assistant State Conservationist for Technology establish a tracking system for certification and periodic review of “Certified Conservation Planners” and “Certified Specialists.”

(6) To manage issues regarding revocation of certified conservation planners and certified specialists.  Decisions by the Board regarding revocation of certification and re-certification are final.  Appeals regarding revocation of certification may be made to the State Conservationist.

(7) The Certification Board has the authority to revoke certification for any “Certified Conservation Planner” or  “Certified Specialist” not meeting NRCS policies and Section IV NRCS FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE standards and specifications.  

TN409.3-3(1)

(180-GM, Amend. TN5, Sept. 2002)


