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TN409.10  Minimum standards for providers of conservation technical assistance associated with Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP’s).

(a) CNMP’s must contain a signature page, which includes a signature line for the NRCS Certified Conservation Planner’s approval and the person for whom the plan is developed.  Exhibit TN4 provides an example of an acceptable signature page.

(g) The minimum requirements associated with certification of individuals to approve development and/or design and implementation of elements of a CNMP in Tennessee are as follows:

(1) General requirements that must be completed to become a “certified specialist:” 



(i)   Complete NRCS “Conservation Planning Modules 1-5” and on-line exam.  These modules and exam are available at http://www.ncg.nrcs.usda.gov/start.htm.


(ii)  Complete a review of the video, “NRCS’s Agricultural Waste Management Systems: A Primer Course.”   Information regarding this video may be obtained at http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/iris/ag_waste/order2.html.


(iii) Review the pertinent contents and understand the applicability of the Tennessee Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), specifically Section IV, Conservation Practice Standards, as related to specific elements of the CNMP for which expertise is being provided.  National or state specific NRCS conservation practice standards may be accessed from http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/practice_stds.html.   Additional information can be obtained from the “CORE 4 Conservation Practices Training Guide” at http://www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/BCS/agro/CORE4.PDF

(iv)  Review the various elements of a CNMP as contained in the NRCS “Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning Technical Guidance.”  This information is available at http://www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/PROGRAMS/ahcwpd/AFO.html.

 
(v)   Meet applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations that impact the elements of a CNMP.


(vi)  Successfully complete a certification course designated by the Tennessee State Conservationist for each element of interest. 
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(2) Specific requirements for each given element of a CNMP. 

(i) Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage - This element addresses the components and activities associated with the production facility, feedlot, manure and wastewater storage, treatment structures and areas, and any areas or mechanisms used to facilitate transfer of manure and wastewater. 


(aa) Knowledge adequate to design and implement conservation practices typically used to address this element of a CNMP is required.  At a minimum, the ability to plan and implement the following conservation practices is required:

· Waste Storage Facility (Code 313)

· Waste Treatment Lagoon (Code 359)

· Manure Transfer (Code 634)

· Heavy Use Protection (Code 561)

· Composting Facility (Code 317)


(bb) Complete the NRCS Agricultural Waste Management Systems Level 2 Course or its equivalent.  This is a self-paced computer-based training course.  Information regarding completion of this course can be obtained at http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/iris/ag_waste/info.html. 


(cc) Successfully complete Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage course designated by the Tennessee State Conservationist as an approved educational course toward manure and wastewater handling and storage element writer certification. Successful completion of the course may include passing a written exam in conjunction with the course.


(dd) Maintain registration as a professional engineer in the state of Tennessee, or in the case of NRCS, hold appropriate engineering approval authority.


(ee) Develop one CNMP Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage element in accordance with the NRCS conservation practice standards for submission to the Tennessee State Conservationist for review.



(ii) Land Treatment Practices - This element addresses the land on which manure and wastewater from an animal feeding operation will be applied.  The following knowledge, skills, and abilities are required:
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(aa) Knowledge adequate to design and implement conservation practices typically used to address this element of a CNMP is required.  At a minimum, the ability to plan and implement the following conservation practices are required:

· Conservation Crop Rotation (Code 328)

· Residue Management, No Till and Strip Till (Code 329A)

· Residue Management, Mulch Till (Code 329B)

· Residue Management, Ridge Till (Code 329C)

· Contour Buffer Strips (Code 332)

· Cover Crop (Code 340)

· Residue Management, Seasonal (Code 344)

· Diversion (Code 362)

· Riparian Forest Buffer (Code 391)

· Filter Strip (Code 393)

· Grassed Waterway (Code 412)

· Prescribed Grazing (Code 528A)

· Contour Stripcropping (Code 585)

· Stripcropping, Field (Code 586)

· Pest Management (Code 595)

· Terrace (Code 600)


(bb) Skill in using the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE).


(cc) Skill in using the Tennessee Phosphorus Risk Index assessment tool for field-by-field assessment to assess the potential for phosphorus movement from the landscape into water resources.


(dd) Develop one CNMP Land Treatment Practices element in accordance with the NRCS conservation practice standards for submission to the Tennessee State Conservationist for review.


(ee) Successfully complete a Land Treatment Practices course designated by the Tennessee State Conservationist as an approved educational course toward land treatment practices element writer certification. Successful completion of the course may include passing a written exam in conjunction with the course.


(iii) Nutrient Management - This element addresses the requirements for land application of all nutrients and organic byproducts (e.g., animal manure, wastewater, commercial fertilizers, crop residue, legume credits, irrigation water, etc.) that must be evaluated and documented for each Conservation Management Unit.  The following knowledge, skills, and abilities are required:
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(aa) Complete NRCS Introduction to Water Quality Course or its equivalent.  This course is self-study and utilizes video and student workbook.  Registration for this course can be made through http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/iris/water_qual/netinfo.html .


(bb) Skill in using the Tennessee Phosphorus Risk Index assessment tool for field-by-field assessment of the potential for phosphorus movement from the landscape into water resources.


(cc) Complete the nutrient management portion of the NRCS NEDC course “Nutrient Management and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning” at http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/nedc/homepage.html.

(dd) Knowledge adequate to design and implement conservation practices typically used to address this element of a CNMP is required.  At a minimum, the ability to plan and implement the following conservation practices is required:


Nutrient Management (Code 590) 


Irrigation Water Management (Code 449)


(ee) Successfully complete a Nutrient Management course designated by the Tennessee State Conservationist as an approved educational course toward nutrient management element writer certification.  Successful completion of the course may include passing a written exam in conjunction with the course.


(ff) Develop one CNMP Nutrient Management element in accordance with the NRCS conservation practice standards for submission to the Tennessee State Conservationist for review.

(i) Maintaining Certification(s).  Certified specialists are responsible for keeping personal training plans updated to reflect training needed and obtained to maintain or increase their skill level.  A minimum of six hours of update training approved by the Tennessee State Conservationist is required every three years following certification for each element area.

(k) The Assistant State Conservationist for Technology will maintain a list of NRCS certified specialists.  Each NRCS recognized provider of a certification program(s) for third parties will maintain a current list of certified specialists.  

Exhibit TN4 

CNMP Signature Page

OWNER/OPERATOR: Ima Sample
Phone: 423-277-2345

Address:

Farm(s)#:
Tract(s)#:

The following people have assisted with the development of the CNMP and certify that their element meets all applicable NRCS standards.

Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage

Signature:
Date:

Name:

Title:

Nutrient Management

Signature:
Date:

Name:

Title:

Land Treatment Practices

Signature:
Date:

Name:

Title:

NRCS Certified Conservation Planner & Certified CNMP Specialist
As a Certified Conservation Planner, I certify that I have reviewed this plan for technical adequacy and that the elements of the CNMP are compatible, reasonable, and implementable

Signature:________________________________________  Date:_______________

Owner/Operator

As the owner/operator, I certify that I, as the decision maker, have been involved in the planning process and agree the items/practices listed in each element are needed.  I understand that I am responsible for keeping all necessary records associated with the implementation of this CNMP.  It is my intent to implement/accomplish this CNMP in a timely manner as described in the plan.

Signature:_______________________________________  Date:____________
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