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Animal Enhancement Activity –ANM08- Improve the plant diversity and 
structure of non-cropped areas for wildlife food and habitat 
 

Enhancement Description 
Improve the plant diversity and structure of non-
cropped areas for wildlife food and habitat through the 
planting and/or management of native plant species. 
 
Land Use Applicability 
The enhancement is applicable to cropland and pasture 
land. 
 
Benefits 
Intensively managed agricultural land does not provide 

the habitat required for many species of birds and animals.  By establishing or improving the 
composition and structure of native plant species in non-cropped areas, essential habitat will 
provide wildlife, including pollinators, with food and cover for nesting, fawning, loafing, 
roosting, travel and escape from predators and adverse weather. 

 

 
Criteria to improve the plant diversity and structure of non-cropped areas for wildlife food 
and habitat 
1.  Vegetation type will primarily be native to the site or recognized by NRCS standards as 
suitable wildlife and pollinator habitat.  Vegetation density will be sufficient to control erosion, 
retard sediment from leaving the site, and to permit runoff water to be of high quality.  Livestock 
will be excluded from the site unless prescribed grazing is identified in the management 
prescription. 
 
2.  If the non-cropped area is being managed as early successional habitat, it will be maintained 
by prescribed fire, periodic disking or suitable mechanical disturbance, prescribed grazing, or 
selective herbicide application.  Maintenance activities will be conducted outside of the 
nesting/fawning season or by NRCS prescription.  The non-cropped area will not be smaller than 
0.1 acre and there will be 1 acre of habitat for every 40 acres of cropland. 
 
3.  If the non-cropped area is being managed as woodland, tree species typically associated with 
natural site conditions will be planted and/or maintained.  Woodland patches will not be smaller 
than 1 acre and minimum width will be 90 feet.  Woodland patches included in this enhancement 
will not be harvested or cut for firewood during the contract.  Natural understory vegetation 
snags and down woody material will be maintained naturally. 
 
4.  Any existing wetlands used as the non-cropped areas for wildlife will be at least ½ acre in 
size and will be surrounded by a minimum of 33 feet of vegetation.  See number 1 above. 
 
5.  Invasive, exotic vegetation must be controlled in all managed non-cropped habitat. 
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Documentation Requirements for Improve the plant diversity & structure of non-cropped 
areas for wildlife food and habitat 
 

 Map showing areas and size to be treated. 
 Identify what type of land use applies to each area. 
 Documentation of the existing plant species. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

TENNESSEE SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR THIS ENHANCEMENT 
ANM08 – Improve the plant diversity and structure of non-cropped areas for wildlife food and habitat  

 
 
Mix 1 (Imazapic resistant; moist to dry sites)   Mix 2 (Not Imazapic resistant; moist to dry sites) 
(per acre seeding rate)     (per acre seeding rate)  
 
Sideoats grama        1 lb.     Sideoats grama    1 lb.  
Virginia wildrye  1 lb.     Virginia wildrye  8 oz.  
Little bluestem   1 lb.     Little bluestem   1.5 lb.  
Partridge pea   3 oz.     Butterfly milkweed   1 oz.  
Lanceleaf coreopsis 12 oz.     Smooth aster    1 oz.  
Purple prairie clover 4 oz.     Partridge pea    8 oz.  
Illinois bundleflower 3 oz.     Lanceleaf coreopsis  8 oz.  
Pale purple coneflower 6 oz.     Purple coneflower  14 oz.  
Purple coneflower 6 oz.     Canada milkvetch   3 oz.  
False sunflower  4 oz.     Gray-head coneflower  4 oz.  
Gray-head coneflower 5 oz.     Blackeyed susan   5 oz.  
Blackeyed susan  2 oz.     Rigid goldenrod   2 oz.  
Rigid goldenrod  3 oz.     Compass plant    2 oz.   
 
Mix 3 (Not Imazapic resistant; moist to dry sites) Mix 4 (Not Imazapic resistant; moist to wet sites) 
(per acre seeding rate)      (per acre seeding rate)  
 
Sideoats grama   1 lb.    Virginia wildrye   1.5 lb.  
Virginia wildrye  8 oz.    Little bluestem   1 lb. 
Little bluestem   1 lb.     Indiangrass    8 oz.  
Indiangrass   8 oz.     Swamp milkweed   2 oz.   
Butterfly milkweed  1 oz.     New England aster   1 oz.  
Smooth aster  1 oz.    Showy tickseed   9 oz.  
Partridge pea   8 oz.     Partridge pea    8 oz.  
Lanceleaf coreopsis  4 oz.     Purple coneflower   11 oz.  
Purple prairie clover  2 oz.     False sunflower   5 oz.  
Pale purple coneflower 6 oz.     Spike blazing star  5 oz.  
Purple coneflower  8 oz.     Blackeyed susan   3 oz.  
Rattlesnake master 3 oz.     Rigid goldenrod   2 oz.  
Ashy sunflower  0.5 oz.     Blue vervain   2 oz.   
False sunflower  4 oz.  
Spike blazing star  3 oz.  
Blackeyed susan 5 oz.  
Rigid goldenrod  1 oz.  
Showy goldenrod  0.5 oz.  
Golden Alexander 1 oz.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TENNESSEE SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR THIS ENHANCEMENT 
ANM08 – Improve the plant diversity and structure of non-cropped areas for wildlife food and habitat 

 
 
Shrub Planting – An equal mixture of 3 species from the list below (only one sumac species).  Consider 
mixtures that provide the longest bloom period possible through the growing season.  All shrubs are planted on 
an 8x8 foot spacing between 12/1 and 4/1.  Many shade tolerant species do well in full sun and will produce 
more flowers with more light exposure.   
 
Species    Bloom period  Shade tolerance Site Condition Range ** 
 
Crabapple (M. angustifolia)    March-April Full sun   Moist, well drained  
Dogwood, silky (C. amomum) March-May Shade tolerant   Moist to poorly drained  
Plum, Chickasaw   March-May  Shade tolerant   Dry, well drained  
Spicebush (L. benzoin)  April   Prefers shade   Moist, somewhat poorly drained  
Plum, American (wild)   April-May  Shade tolerant   Moist, well drained  
Chinkapin (C. pumila)  April-June  Partial shade  Dry, well drained  
Indigobush (A. fruticosa) April-June  Full sun   Moist, moderately well drained  
Sumac, fragrant (R. aromatica) April-June  Partial shade   Dry, well drained  
Sumac, shining (R. capallinum) June-July  Full sun   Dry, well drained  
Sumac, staghorn (R. hirta) June-July Shade tolerant   Dry, well drained  
Beautyberry (C. americana) May-July  Partial shade   Moist, moderately well drained  
Elderberry (S. canadensis)  May-July  Partial shade   Moist, somewhat poorly drained  
Viburnum, mapleleaf   May-August  Shade tolerant   Moist, well drained to dry  
 
**  Moist = wetter than moderately well drained soil; good moisture holding capacity; generally not hydric.  
      Dry = Drier than a well drained soil, tending toward droughty.  
      Poorly drained = generally a hydric soil due to persistent high water table sometime in growing season.  
      Somewhat poorly drained = Wetness limited soil (2w or 3w) but usually not hydric.  
 
 
PRIMARY NESTING SEASON  
 
April 15  -  August 15 
 
 
 
Producer Name:   
                                                                       

 
Date: 

 
Tract Number:             
                                                                  

 
County:  

 
Total Cropland Acres in Tract:   
 

 
Total Pasture Acres in Tract:   

Grazing Plan 
Required? 
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Habitat Acres  
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Mixture (no.) 

 
Planned Shrub Species  
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NOTE:  A TOTAL OF 2.5% OF ALL CROPLAND OR PASTURELAND ACRES MUST BE ESTABLISHED TO HABITAT 
UNDER THIS ENHANCEMENT.   
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